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1. PURPOSE OF REPORT 
 
1.1 The Government is due to carry out a Comprehensive Spending Review in the 

autumn and will provide the opportunity for organisations to submit representations 
to inform the development of national policy and spend priorities for the next three-
year period.   
 

1.2 It is likely that submissions will need to be submitted to Government at the end of 
August, in advance of the next full LCRCA meeting. 

 
1.3 This paper seeks delegated authority to prepare and submit a submission on behalf 

of the LCRCA 
 
 
2. RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
2.1 It is recommended that the Liverpool City Region Combined Authority: 
 

(a) Note the requirement to develop a submission to the Comprehensive Spending 
Review, and the timeline associated with this; and 
 

(b) Grant delegated authority to the Executive Director, Policy, Strategy and 
Government Relations, in consultation with the Metro Mayor and local authority 
partners, to develop a submission and send to HM Treasury. 

 
 
3. BACKGROUND 
 
3.1 Government has not yet set out a detailed timetable for the Comprehensive 

Spending Review other than that it will take place in the autumn of 2021.  However, 
it is anticipated that submissions from external organisations such as the LCRCA 
will be required by the end of August.   



3.2 LCRCA officers will work with officers in constituent local authorities to develop a 
submission which reflects: 

 Mayoral priorities as outlined in the Metro Mayor’s manifesto 

 Additional local priorities highlighted in the draft Local Industrial Strategy and 
Economic Recovery Plan 

 National priorities for investment together with our proposition as to how we 
could better contribute to Government priorities through the delivery of place-
based funding allocations 

 
 
4. DEVELOPING THE SUBMISSION 
 
4.1 It is proposed that, in order to develop a submission to the Comprehensive 

Spending Review, LCRCA officers will work closely with officers in constituent local 
authorities, as well as the Local Enterprise Partnership (LEP), through existing 
working groups and fora including LA Policy Leads meetings, Growth Directors 
meetings, Finance Directors meetings and Chief Executives meetings.   

 
4.2 External stakeholders will be engaged via existing mechanisms, including utilising 

LEP Sector Boards, LCRCA advisory boards and other regular engagement 
meetings.  A stakeholder engagement plan will be developed.   

 
4.3 Once developed, the submission will be discussed at an informal Metro Mayor, 

Leaders & Mayor meeting to secure agreement from Combined Authority members. 
 
4.4 In developing the content of the submission, we will reflect national Government 

priorities for investment and offer proposals as to how these priorities can be best 
delivered locally.   

 
4.5 Drawing on the local priorities identified in the Metro Mayor’s manifesto, the draft 

Local Industrial Strategy and the Economic Recovery Plan, we will focus on the 
areas where national and local priorities overlap and where national priorities can 
be best delivered locally.   

 
 
5. RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
5.1 Financial 

There are no direct costs arising from the submission of the CSR representation.  
There are however significant medium-term financial implications for the city region 
as its content will be considered as government undertakes it budget and policy 
setting processes. 

 
5.2 Human Resources 
  There are no resourcing implications arising from the submission of the CSR  
  representation 
 
5.3 Physical Assets 

There are no implications arising as a result of this report 
 
5.4 Information Technology 

There are no implications arising as a result of this report 



 
6.  RISKS AND MITIGATION 
 
6.1 There are no direct implications. The CSR submission will consolidate the funding 

and policy requirements of the city region and, as such, is intended to mitigate 
economic risks arising as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 
 
7.  EQUALITY AND DIVERSITY IMPLICATIONS 
 
7.1 The Build Back Better principles set out in the Economic Recovery Plan, which put 

social and environmental factors at the heart of the city region’s recovery, will be 
used as a basis to support the production of the CSR submission. The Recovery 
Plan and Local Industrial Strategy have been subject to wide consultation. 

 
 
8.  COMMUNICATION ISSUES 
 
8.1 The CSR submission will be developed in an accessible format and in a way which 

can be public facing.  The key messaging will be accompanied by a 
Communications Strategy which will see key messaging promoted to audiences 
across the city region and in Government. 

 
 
9.  CONCLUSION 
 
9.1 The LCRCA has an opportunity to submit representations to the Government’s 

Comprehensive Spending Review.  This provides an opportunity to influence 
government policy, budget setting and funding allocation.  It is intended that the 
submission is informed by partnership working and presents one voice on behalf of 
the city region, and states clearly our collective ambition to work with government to 
meet both national and local priorities 
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